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BOOKS.

Book of the month...

HIP HOP IMMORTALS VOL 1
published by Immortal Brands, £100

Hip-hop has always had a special relationship
with ‘the look'. Be it the chunky gold chains, the
un-tied Adidas trainers or the back-drop of
name-tags and wild-style graffiti. The perform-
ers themselves are often larger than life char-
acters with surly stares lifted straight from
those mean streets that their songs depict. Hip-
Hop Immortals is a new book and exhibition
(held in London) which aims to capture some of
the personalities involved in this ever evolving
movement. From Master P to Missy Elliott, from
Ice T to Ice Cube, from Eazy E to Jaz Z through
Heavy D, all the main players from the US inner
cities of the 1970's to the forefront of global
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popular music are represented. Forty of
today's most talented and celebrated photogra-
phers have been involved in the project includ-
ing David LaChepelle and Christian Vitkin; Nitin
Vadukul and Jonathan Mannion; Danny Clinch
and Jesse Frohman, and their stunning images
are accompanied by the insightful and fluid
words of hip-hop historian Bonz Malone. The
concept for the project dawned five years ago
when Mark Suroff, brother Mathew Dean and
Derek Axelrod decided to record the musical,
cultural and social phenomenon know as hip-
hop. Adverts were placed; word was sent out;
agents contacted, and within weeks over 500

photog-

raphers had submitted several thousand photo-
graphs. Nothing on this scale has ever been
attempted before and after 2 years of hard
graft, determination and team work, the result
is a stunning and comprehensive who's who of
the world of hip-hop. Yo. RM

The exhibition is at Proud Camden, 10 Greenland Street,
London. 10am-7pm, Mon-Thurs; 11am-6pm, Fri-Sun, until
23rd February. The book, Hip-Hop Immortals Volume 1is
published by Immortal Brands, £100

More info: www.proud.co.uk & www.immortalbrands.co.uk
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